POLITICS AND POLITICIANS
fought, under the lash ? " The answer is, first,
that a conscientious dilemma arises far less often
than might be supposed, for the simple reason
that Governments take good care not to offend
the convictions of any great number of their
followers. In individual cases, however, I
should say that the whips always respect the
conscientious feelings of their men, if properly
informed. What does excite their wrath, and
rightly, is that men should give a hostile vote
without notice. Of course, if a dangerous
number do give notice, the proposal in con-
troversy may be changed or dropped. In all
this connection I am speaking according to my
knowledge of the Conservative Party, but I have
no right to suppose that things are otherwise
elsewhere, and I think that cases of gross in-
tolerance (e.g. the treatment of Sir Robert
Young) will be found due to outside organiza-
tions and not to any pressure within the House.
Having said so much, I must add my view
that Governments have pressed the principle of
solidarity too far as regards their proposals for
legislation. Obviously a Government cannot
survive a vote of want of confidence passed
against them, or if the supplies -for the year are
denied them by the House of Commons. When,
however, it comes to changes in the law I cannot
see why a& Administration should not be pre-
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